
This story can fit 175-225 
words. 

The purpose of a newsletter is 
to provide specialized informa-
tion to a targeted audience. 
Newsletters can be a great way 
to market your product or ser-
vice, and also create credibility 
and build your organization’s 
identity among peers, members, 
employees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audience of 
the newsletter. This could be 
anyone who might benefit from 
the information it contains, for 
example, employees or people 
interested in purchasing a prod-
uct or requesting your service. 

You can compile a mailing list 
from business reply cards, cus-
tomer information sheets, busi-
ness cards collected at trade 
shows, or membership lists. You 
might consider purchasing a 
mailing list from a company. 

If you explore the Publisher 
catalog, you will find many publi-

Lookin’ Good, Ladies! 

Sushi, Pokémon, Nintendo, Girls, Nintendo, and Everything in Between 

Naoto Kumagai is one of 
Sutherland’s newest stars. 
We decided to interview 
him because he's a very no-
ticeable presence in the halls 
and in his classes.  He is a 
fashion icon, a male model 
(almost) and he loves to 
party. He comes from Japan 
with love, and a very 

“unique” sense of fashion. 
He is here to study, and to 
improve his English. The Sa-
bre Trooth’s own Jared James 
dug up the dirt on this inspir-
ing young man. 

 

JJ: What's up with those 
shorts you have with 
arms on them? 

NK: I don’t know, I found 
them in a shop and I liked 
them. It is not really com-
mon style in Japan, but I 
think it's fun to show them 
off. 

 

JJ: What’s the thing you 
miss... 
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...the most about Japan?  
NK: I guess speaking Japanese because I 
can not really speak to anybody here, or 
the people! I used to have to avoid people 
and try not to get touched walking around 
in Japan because of its population. 

 

JJ: Has anyone ever tried to grab 
your butt then? 
NK: Oh, that happens on the train. My 
friend who is a guy had another guy grab 
him. It happens all the time, but mostly to 
girls. 
 
JJ: Where are you going after Can-
ada? 
NK: Well, I am going back to Japan for the 
summer for a few months... but then I am 
going to Australia for school. 

 

JJ: Now, for the most important 
question: How long do you spend do-
ing your hair? 
NK: (laughs) Well, when it was longer I 
spent about 15 minutes a day, but now 
that it is so short, probably just a few. 

JJ: What is better Japan or 
Canada? 
NK: Depends… hmm do I have 
to say? 

 

JJ: How about we just agree 
on Japanada?… a hybrid mix-
ture of both. 
NK: (laughs) Yeah, Japanada 
yeah. 

 

JJ: Are you more outgoing in 
Japan or here in Canada? 
NK: I guess I am more outgoing 
in Japan than here… 

 

JJ: Wow, that's hard to be-
lieve.  Okay, have you done 
anything really crazy? 
NK: Do you mean like… some-
thing legal or illegal? 

 

[Editor's Note: There seems to 
be a gap here, perhaps Jared 
used some sense.] 

 

JJ: I hear you are a good 
singer, have you ever consid-
ered going big? 
NK: Well, my sister is trying to 
be a professional singer and I 
kind of wanted to, but my sister 
would always say something bad 
about my singing. I am not as 
good as her and she made me 
want to stop. 
 
JJ: Do you resent her for 
that? 
NK: Kind of… 
 
JJ: Be honest, you hate her? 
NK: (laughs) Yeah, yeah! 

Sushi, Pokémon, Nintendo, Girls, Nintendo, and Everything in Between… 
Continued 

Naoto sporting his Japanese Pride 

JJ: Who are better, Japanese 
or Canadian girls? 
NK: Japanese for sure… 
 
JJ: How come? 
NK: Because Japanese girls are 
more vertical. 
 
JJ: …? 
 
I still had a lot of fun talking to 
Naoto.  He's a very funny guy and 
I recommend all students and staff 
to take a minute to talk to him. 
The interview had to be cut a bit 
short because of inappropriate 
questions, but I still hope that 
YOU the reader learned some-
thing new. 

- Jared James 
 

Looking to read an old article, see 
an old photo, or just peruse a col-
our copy of the Sabre Trooth? 
Find us online at http://
www.nvsd44.bc.ca/
SchoolSites/Sutherland/News/
The%20Sabre%20Trooth.aspx 
We have almost all of our previ-
ous issues up and it’s really easy to 
access. If you’re already looking 
through our Sutherland website, 
just click Sabre Trooth on the 
bottom of the home page and 
there you have it. See you in cyber 
space! 

The Sabre Trooth Online 



For the longest time, very few people recognized Earth 
Day. It was around, sure, (it's been here since 1970) but 
it wasn't really generating much attention. Most people 
just though of it as a bunch of paranoid scientists (to be 
fair, almost everybody's paranoid after April 20th) and 
hippies flipping out over something they thought might 
threaten all life on earth. Then we started to realize just 
how badly we'd screwed over the planet with pollution 
and garbage. Almost overnight, Earth Day became a big 
thing, where newly environmentally concerned people, 
paranoid scientists, and hippies alike could get together 
and preach about how we, like, totally need to stop 
greenhouse gases and stuff, man. Now I don't know 
about you, but this strikes me as somewhat like closing 
the barn door after all the animals have run away. 
 
The problem is that we're barely ten years shy of the point 
of no return. Unless these ideas catch on, and I mean 
soon, the entire planet will be in deep, deep trouble.  The 
Earth Day people have been going on for years about cli-
mate change and other problems, but until recently pretty 
much nobody listened. We've dealt with these kinds of 
problems before, mind you. We tackled the issue of aero-
sol punching a hole in the ozone layer before it got too 
serious, but climate change is a different beast.  Unlike 
aerosols, pretty much everybody uses cars, and many of us 
can't function without automobiles.  Sure, car companies 
are coming out with newer, more energy efficient models, 
as well as hybrids that run on electricity. Unfortunately, 
upgrading to these new models is pricey, to say the least. 
Asking people to simply drive less is also out of the ques-
tion, as most people are, to be frank, too lazy to walk 
more than a block or two on a given day. If we had started 
seriously trying to solve this problem in earnest a decade 
or two earlier, we might have had a fighting chance, but as 
things stand, cutting our use of gas by around 60% in the 
next 10 years (after which the climate is predicted to go 
irreversibly out of control) is a daunting task indeed. 

Fortunately, solving the problem, while difficult, isn't im-
possible. There are the obvious ways of cutting down on 
carbon emissions, like carpooling, taking the bus, or just 
plain walking. Less obvious is simply consuming less stuff. 
Instead of throwing away near empty toothpaste tubes, 
squeeze out every last drop. Guys, if given the choice 
between buying disposable razors versus a reusable one, 
shell out the extra cash and get one you can use over 
and over again. Girls, maybe you should consider using 
less make-up (or at least changing over to environmen-
tally friendly alternatives). The same logic applies to your 
car. It may seem like a good idea to go out and buy a 
hybrid, but the carbon emissions produced in building 
that car will cancel out your reduced emissions for well 
over a year. Do as Mr. Benoy is doing and run your cur-
rent car into the ground before buying a new or used 
hybrid, instead of sending your car to the scrap heap for 
a “crush it” incentive. Trust me on this one, crushing it 
may stimulate the economy, but running your car into 
the ground is the most environmentally friendly way to 
go about things. 

Continued on Pg. 4  

An Inconvenient Article  

Mr. Benoy- saving the world, one beat up Windstar  at  a time.  

Page 3 Volume II, Issue XV 

Re-use, Reduce, Recycle! 

Earth Day on April 22nd seemed to be pretty big around Sutherland and we even hosted a 
Clean Sweep last Tuesday in honour of the world wide event. So, in the spirit of being environ-
mentally friendly we here at The Sabre Trooth wish to stress to you the importance of recycling. 
RECYCLE YOUR SABRE TROOTH WHEN YOU’RE DONE WITH IT!!!! Or another friendly 
alternative is to pass them along to your family, friends, and neighbours for them to enjoy. Many 
teachers would love for you to leave your Sabre Trooth at the back of their classroom for their 
students to read during BOB. REDUCE! RE-USE! RECYCLE! :)  



One of the most stereotypi-
cal physical references today 
is the famous “dumb 
blonde” term. It is used 
everywhere by everyone. 
What’s most interesting of 
all is how this actually came 
to be and why it is used 
from every age: children, 
preteens, teenagers, adults, 
and even elders. It doesn’t 
matter how educated, 
bright, mature, or genuinely 
nice someone is, we all use 
it (even blondes). Why are 
brunettes and red heads 
usually the first ones to 
seem intelligent? And why 
are blondes the ones who 
usually have to prove them-
selves the most? Of course, 
this obviously isn’t true in all 
cases, but it has definitely 
occurred more than just a 
few times. 

Why are we just now dis-
cussing this? Perhaps be-
cause it's so pervasive in the 
media both historically and 
presently (that and I just 
happen to be blonde). Eve-
rything from popular televi-

sion shows, movies and ac-
tresses have generally influ-
enced this term. I’m not 
talking about today’s hot 
shows, but more of when it 
was new and original in the 
first place like Three’s Com-
pany. The main character, 
Chrissy Snow, was the very 
sexy blonde that was dim 
witted, and overshadowed 
by her intelligent, brunette 
roommate. She was known 
for saying, “It’s easier than 
falling on a log.” 

Oops! I Just Had A Blonde Moment 

An Inconvenient Article… Continued 

As those actresses chose to 
play the dense blonde char-
acters, the very famous 
blonde bombshell, Marilyn 
Monroe, did not like being 
type cast. She is the one 
held mostly responsible for 
this iconic interpretation of 
blondes being empty 
headed. She was a very 
sharp and clever woman; 
however, many fans liked 
watching her on screen as 
the ditzy, daft, yet curva-
ceous character like her 
most recognized roles in 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, 
Some Like it Hot, and The 
Seven Year Itch. Anna Nicole 
Smith is also a good exam-
ple of a simple minded 
blonde with her sex kitten, 
simpering voice and not 
being the brightest bulb in 
the tanning bed. 

 Continued Pg. 5 
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It seems as though blondes do have more fun 

Another show, The Beverly 
Hillbillies, had the provoca-
tive, young blonde, Elly 
May, who was simply 
short on brains and com-
mon sense. Lastly, the 
famous hit show, Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In, had 
the famous Goldie Hawn 
playing the perky, giggly 
woman who wasn’t given 
a lot to say which came 
off as non intelligent - lots 
of fun, but not too bright. 

 

Perhaps the most important 
thing for us to remember is 
that Earth Day isn't the only 
day of the year we need to be 
environmentally conscious. Do 
your part year round, because 
climate change is serious busi-
ness. Global warming is a very 
real threat to humanity and life 
on earth in general, so do what 
you can to stop it while you 
can still do something. Also, 
the next time a bunch of  

paranoid scientists and hippies 
start flipping out over something 
they claim threatens all life on 
earth, 
(*coughdisappearingbeescough*) 
take a hard look at the facts. If it 
seems like a legitimate threat, 
do something about it now in-
stead of jumping on the band-
wagon after it becomes a mas-
sive crisis. 
                            - Geoff Thew 

Oh, those paranoid hippies, who needs ‘em? 



Apparently, the sudden change in learning has brought us two 
steps forwards and one step back. When Sutherland moved 
into the new facility, students did not just receive a new build-
ing, but new technology to go with it. This technology was in-
stalled to improve the learning strategies for students and as-
sist the teachers while conducting their class. But with the new 
technology arose new opinions of how exactly Sutherland stu-
dents prefer to learn. 

So which type of teaching style really appeals to us Sabers and 
why? To address this question, the Saber Troothers left the 
den and entered the wild: that is, the Sutherland lunchtime 
hallways. Amidst the crazy apes and fleeing cheetahs (which by 
the way, it would be greatly appreciated if students didn’t an-
swer the question while running away), we did still manage to 

catch some opinions from our fellow animals, or rather, students. 

In the process, we, ourselves, learned that the majority of students actually do prefer learning through the new tech-
nology. Many said that the tablets are “clear and easier to see as it can be hard to read teachers' hand writing.” Some 
even claimed that the new technology “provides more sufficient resources to refer to, instant access and has the bonus 
of hooking our iPods up.” Those that were pro new technology also stated that this advanced style of teaching pro-
vided an interactive learning environment and made the class more interesting and encouraging for participation. 

Continued on Pg. 8  

blonde curls and a pout of 
her lips. Of course, the list 
can go on with the appro-
priately named Clueless, and 
with the most recent, The 
House Bunny, which shows 
that this long running trend 
won’t retire any time soon. 

This phenomenon led to 
today’s celebrities wanting 
to be purposely stupid like 
Jessica Simpson in her real-
ity series, Newlyweds. This 
was followed by her Pizza 
Hut commercial: she thinks 
that buffaloes actually have 
wings. There is a certain 
entertainment we all get out 
of it, but remember, not 
every blonde is dumb; 
therefore, we are left with 

Even today, Hollywood still 
perpetuates these stereo-
types with more popular 
movies about bubble headed 
Blondes. Elle Woods in Le-
gally Blonde, although intelli-
gent enough to be accepted 
into Harvard Law School, 
stereotypically fits all our 
criteria into having a ditzy 
fun blonde as the main char-
acter. She desperately jumps 
into her car, in full emer-
gency mode, to get her nails 
done; dresses her pooch in 
glittery pink outfits, wears a 
flirty pink bikini in her Har-
vard admissions' video, and 
responds to a wolf whistle 
with her new found legal 
tactics by retorting: “I ob-
ject” with the touch of her 

the conclusion that hair 
colour does not determine 
intelligence as much as oth-
ers would like to think. 
Sadly, every blonde out 
there must accept that hav-
ing a dumb brunette mo-
ment will never catch on. 

- Sara Babakioff 

Techpology? 

Oops! I Just Had A Blonde Moment… Continued 

Mrs. Johns using the new technology like a pro 
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“This 
phenomenon 
led to today’s 

celebrities 
wanting to be 

purposely 
stupid like 

Jessica 
Simpson” 

The House Bunny claps in amuse-
ment; dumbfounded as always 



Well, it’s that time again. It’s elec-
tion time. We’ve had three elec-
tions in the last eight months. First, 
we had the federal election in Oc-
tober, then we had municipal elec-
tions in November, and now it’s 
time for the provincial election. In 
the right corner we have Gordon 
Campbell, our current Premier and 
the leader for the Liberal party. In 
the left corner we have Carole 
James, the official opposition leader 
and the leader of the New Democ-
ratic Party. Waiting to be tagged in 
is Jane Sterk, the leader of the 

Green Party, that party currently 
has no seats, but hopes to get 
some this time ‘round. Each of 
them will battle in the ring, hoping 
to come out victorious. This re-
porter has decided to give the 
readers of The Sabre Trooth the 
sober truth. 

Round 1: Education 
The Liberal party promises to put 
more funding into education, they 
also promise to cut costs for post-
secondary. On the other hand, 
they have promised this before. 
Since 2001 the tuition fees have 

Election XXXIX 

Page 6  

risen to an all time high in BC. We 
are currently 10% higher than the 
Canadian average; in 2001 BC paid 
the second-lowest in tuition fees 
across the country. 
 
Hoping to pull punches in the edu-
cation department, the NDP wants 
to reduce class sizes, so that every 
child will have the opportunity to 
learn. They want to give seismic 
upgrades to schools. While they 
have a good lay out of how they 
are going to give schools seismic 
upgrades, I didn’t see specifics… 

Continued on Pg. 7 

Do we really want this man behind the wheel? 

- Christophe Gilland 

Japanada 

In a weird kind of way, the 
Olympic Games next year are 
going to be slightly reminiscent 
of the recent music trip to Ja-
pan.  In all seriousness, the fa-
miliar Olympic rings (Tokyo has 
a bid to host the 2016 Summer 
Games), and the sightings of 
anime characters similar to our 
own Olympic mascots probably 
helped to make the Vancouver-
ites that went feel a little more 
at home. 
We had our own opening cere-
monies, when after we arrived, 
we were shuttled to Funabashi 
High School, where the Funaba-
shi High School Wind Orches-
tra danced, sang, and welcomed 
us to Japan.  Following the per-
formance, we all went home 
with our home-stay families, 
and spent our first night in a 
Japanese home.  Yes, it’s true 
that it’s customary to sit on the 
floor to eat meals, and yes, it’s 
true that there are sliding, tra-
ditional doors.  What is per- 

Continued Pg. 8 



about how they were 
going to reduce class 
sizes. 

 
The Green Party wants 
to build a sense of com-
munity in the schools, 
getting the school in-
volved in community. 
They want to lower tui-
tion fees by 20% in four 
years. Unfortunately, this 
is all I could find of their 
education plan. 

Round 2: Health Care 
The Liberals have devised a ten 
year health care plan. They want to 
put in 1.5 billion into, well, health -
care. They want to establish na-
tional standards for wait times, as 
well as get high tech equipment. On 
the other hand, we have broken 
promises: last time they promised 
the same sort of thing and nothing 
came of it. 
 
The NDP wants to put more beds 
in hospitals. Specifically for seniors, 
why seniors? Because they’re old, 
just kidding. They predict by 2031 
that 25 per cent of the population 
will be over sixty five. On the other 
hand, Carole James doesn’t really 
explain in detail how there will be 
more beds, she just says how there 
hasn’t been enough beds. 

 

The Green Party wants to focus on 
preventive measures. They want 
people to exercise more, eat 
healthier, lower carbon emissions, 
and by that reduce the number of 
people with cancer, asthma etc. 
Come on, who do you think you’re 
talking to? Why would people want 
to exercise more when they can 
just stay at home eating chips, 
what’s this “health” thing you’re 
talking about? 

They commend Campbell on 
“borrowing” the idea from them. 
The green party wants to keep the 
carbon tax, but also do some tax 
shifting. They would tax the compa-
nies that polluted more, while the 
companies that polluted less, they 
would tax less. 

Knockout Round! 
This reporter chose to show you 
some basic things from the platform 
of each main party. While looking at 
all these websites more time was 
spent on trashing the other “guy” 
and less time talking about the actual 
policies. With slogans reading 
“wrong leader, wrong time,” and 
“arrogant and out of touch.” There 
is so much swinging of punches back 
and forth (between the Liberal and 
NDP; I didn’t see any bad slogans 
about the Green Party, oh Green 
Party.) I just got so disgusted with 
the whole thing. If you are eighteen, 
or turning eighteen before the elec-
tion, by all means vote, but don’t 
vote on propaganda, vote on policy. 
With both (okay technically all three 
candidates) against the ropes, they 
will all have to swing away. Unfortu-
nately, the winner of the fight may 
be the person who pulls the dirtiest 
punch. 

- James Elliot 

Election XXXIX… Continued 
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Round 3: The Carbon Tax 
Thingy 
The BC Liberals currently employ a 
carbon tax on the citizens of British 
Columbia. Now even though this 
idea was rejected by most of the 
country in the federal election, peo-
ple don’t seem to mind it here. The 
tax charges an extra 2.5 cents a litre 
of gas. 

Carole James has created a mini up-
roar, when she said she wanted to 
use the cap-and-trade method. What 
is the cap-and-trade? You may ask. 
Well, to put it as simply as one re-
porter can, the government puts a 
cap on how much greenhouse gas 
one company can use, and each com-
pany gets certain credits, or an allow-
ance. With that allowance the com-
panies must meet a quota, if one 
company meets a quota faster than 
another company, the company that 
has not met the quota can buy cred-
its from the other company. (Or at 
least I think that’s what cap-and-trade 
is.) 

 

Hoping to land some punches with 
the subject of the environment, the 
Green Party is surprisingly with the 
Liberal party on the carbon tax.  

Gordon Campbell Carole James 
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Techpology?... Continued 

However, many other students disagreed with the common views of the new technology and remained loyal to the 
old-school ways of teaching. One student claimed that “hands on learning makes you remember what you’re doing 
because you’re the one doing it.” Another added that “with handouts you are able to highlight, underline and remind 
yourself what you have been taught.” The major issue the oldies had with the new technology was that not all of the 
teachers know how to use it properly, which wastes time and creates problems. With the old styles of learning, “you 
don’t have to deal with glitches or technical errors all the time.” It also disrupts class and becomes a hindrance, rather 
than an advantage. 

Then there were some students who were sitting on the fence. The majority of the neutralists claimed that 
“technology can inhibit education just as much as the faults of the old school, but overall, the advantages outnumber 
the old.” Another student stated that “the technology is not good enough still, we use old programs and the com-
puters are so slow, so either way is going to produce the same result.” While one student claimed that she “kind of 
gets bored” if she is just learning from a chalkboard, but is “inspired and encouraged in what she is being taught” 
through the new technology, another student stated that he prefers “hands on stuff because [he] gets confused easily, 
so it's easier for [him] to grasp a concept when someone points things out to [him] directly.” 

A few students even divulged the details, providing specific examples of some of our own 
teacher’s styles. “The style that I enjoy the most is an ‘Mr. Benoy’ style, lots of power points 
and his lectures are enthusiastic- he uses the technology to its full potential. It keeps me en-
gaged.” Another student revealed that Ms. Johns' style was favourable, “she’s the only teacher 
I can learn from.” 

Essentially, while there may be a majority of Sutherland students who prefer the new ways of 
teaching, there are still many who are not only content with, but also dependent on the old. 
All in all, moderation and a balance between the old and new seem to be the key to a suc-
cessful learning environment. While we may be granted access to advanced technology, it 
doesn’t necessarily mean that student progress will be guaranteed advancement. 

- Sarah Tustin 

“The major issue 

the oldies had 

with the new 

technology was 

that not all of the 

teachers know 

how to use it 

properly, which 

wastes time and 

creates problems.” 
Japanada… Continued 

-haps the most distinguish-
ing feature of a Japanese 
home is the bathroom.  
Now, despite the fact that 
most of the toilets are 
“western” (sitting isn’t an 
option for traditional Japa-
nese toilets), it’s safe to say 
that everyone got an even 
warmer Japanese welcome 
when they used them for 
the first time.  The toilet 
seats are heated, and as if 
that’s not enough, there 
are washing facilities for 
certain areas at your dis-
posal.  It’s not quite certain 

whether or not there is a 
standard temperature for 
these seats, as another one 
that was encountered 
nearly burnt the flesh off of 
this reporter’s backside. 
Not to alarm our dear 
readers, but this reporter’s 
uncomfortable backside 
was hardly his biggest in-
convenience over the 
course of the trip.  I not 
only came down with an 
eye infection, but came 
down with an eye infection 
the day we went to Disney-
land, the happiest place on 

Earth.  I can so graciously 
say that I not only had the 
opportunity to experience 
Japanese culture first hand, 
but Japanese health care 
first hand as well.  Despite 
living in Vancouver for 
eight years, I’ve never vis-
ited a hospital here, so I 
have nothing to compare 
the Tokyo hospital to, but 
it was a very interesting 
experience.  The first thing 
I noticed was that they 
have a cartoon carrot as 
their logo.  It’s everywhere 
in the building; the card I 

got on the way out even 
had it proudly displayed.  
Courtesy of all the 
stares, the next thing I 
figured out was that a 
foreigner coming into a 
hospital is probably an 
extremely rare occur-
rence.  I was the exact 
opposite of fitting in, as I 
probably fit the Canadian 
stereotype everyone was 
thinking.  I had forgotten 
my razor at home and 
was wearing… 

Continued Pg. 9 



a rather lumberjack-like 
flannel shirt, which led to 
one gentleman asking 
which country I came 
from.  Upon responding 
with Canada, he thanked 
me and turned and smiled 
to his friend, as if winning 
a bet.  It took the better 
part of an hour to see a 
doctor, and finally when 
we got in, the only word 
of English he said to me 
was “discharge?” and then 
proceeded to write me a 
prescription.  After join-
ing up with the rest of the 
group, we performed a 
public concert with some 
other local groups, and 
said farewell to Tokyo, as 
our next stop would be 
Komatsu, on the western 
coast of Japan. 

Komatsu is a lovely little 
town that is completely 
different from Tokyo.  An 
industrialized, traditional 
city compared to the 
technological capital of 
Asia (if not the world), 
with contrasting popula-

tions of almost 13 million 
to little more than 
100,000, could not have 
made the trip any better.  
We spent time sightsee-
ing, with stops at Kana-
zawa Castle and Tojinbou 
(a beautiful area near the 
ocean), but the majority 
of our time was spent at 
Komatsu Meihou, and 
with the students there.  
After visiting our school 
last year, they were ec-
static to see us in their 
school and made us truly 
feel at home.  To say our 
two schools have a bond 
is an understatement; I’d 
go as far as to say that 
they’re Sutherland’s sister 
school in the world.  No-
body wanted the closing 
ceremonies to come, as it 
would signal an end to a 
wonderful ten days, and it 
will be very much the 
same when the end of the 
Olympics rolls around 
next February. 

Someone told me I was 
crazy when I said I was 

saving all of my money to go 
to Japan, and people are 
criticizing the government 
for spending so much money 
on the Olympics.  Japan was 
definitely worth every penny, 
and while it is a different 
situation, the Olympics will 
be worth it, if only for the 
two weeks that they happen.  
If they come to be anything 
like our trip to Japan, they 
will be incredible, and re-
membered for the rest of 

Japanda… Continued 

our lives.  And even if the 
games turn out to be mostly 
positive and little complaints 
about the way they were run 
or managed, it won’t be the 
same as our trip, because I 
know no one that went will 
ever complain about it. 

- Mack McCorkindale 
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Josh Bouma, Grade 12, showing off his sumo skills in Japan 

The Big Bang 

Greatness is something not everyone can achieve. Sure, in different parts of society the 
definition varies, but as I see it, greatness is a gift bestowed upon a select few. Great 
people are able to captivate the world, be revolutionary, and motivate the globe to reach 
new heights. We tend to worship and idolize these people, and admire their ability to do 
what we can’t. However, just as autumn leaves and meteorites do, they fall. 
 
Exhibit A: Michael Jackson 
 
Today, Michael Jackson is synonymous with creepy old crazies who decide to change 
race and are afraid to feel anything so they wear gloves on one hand. According to Ur-
ban Dictionary, Michael Jackson is “a man who SHOULD have gone down in history as a 
highly respected pop music icon. Unfortunately, he’ll probably be most remembered for 
his alleged pedophilia and eccentricities.” We tend to shudder at the sound of his name 
and forget what he did for pop culture. Before turning into a white woman, Michael 
revolutionized music, dance, and videos. He is legendary. We owe a lot of modern dance 

Continued on Pg. 12 



Sutherland, as I’m sure you’ve no-
ticed, has many aspiring fashionistas. 
Maybe you’ve seen them wandering 
the halls in their colourful attire or 
in your classes, standing out from 
the rest of your peers with their 
more noticeable and extravagant 
choices of clothing. These interest-
ingly dressed people are every-
where, however, none of them are 
quite like the purple shorts wearing, 
spiky haired, grade 11 student, Kevin 
Chang. Sitting in my English 11 class, 
I noticed Kevin was wearing plaid 
shorts with a striped T-shirt; two 
totally separate patterns that should 
never be worn together in one out-
fit. Even though the two patterns 
should be kept as far away from 
each other as possible, Kevin 
seemed to be able to pull it off. It 
caught my eye and I decided to find 
out where he got his clothes from, 
what his style is like, and most of all, 
what makes him think it’s okay to 
wear two completely different pat-
terns that most people would con-
sider an enormous fashion no-no? 

Kevin Chang: Fashionista 
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LP: Why are your clothes so 
interesting? 
KC: Well, I like to stand out and 
play around with colours. On some 
days I feel like mixing and matching.  
 
LP: Where do you buy your 
clothes? 

Monday 

KC: I get my clothes from Taiwan 
mainly because it’s cheaper there. 

LP: If you could give your style a 
name, what would it be? 
KC: My style… would have to be 
“Asian” with a hint of steeze. 
 
LP: What is your most hated 
fashion faux-pas? 
KC: I hate kids who pop their col-
lars. 
 
LP: What is it about you that 
people compliment the most 
on? 
KC: Definitely the hair, my purple 
shorts, and my pink sweater. 

LP: Do you pay for your own 
clothes? 
KC: Yeah I buy my own clothes, but 
sometimes I get my mommy to buy 
them when she’s in Taiwan. 

LP: How much money are you 
willing to spend on an article of 
clothing? 
KC: Not a lot because clothes are 
cheap in Taiwan and on top of that 
my mommy buys my clothes… 
sometimes. 

LP: Do you get your inspiration 
from anyone? 
KC: Well, I’d have to say I get it 
from the general Taiwanese teen 
population. 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 
LP: How long does it take you to 
do your hair? 
KC: Well, it depends. When I want 
to have straight hair I just do nothing 
and when I want to spike it up, it 
takes about ten to fifteen minutes. 
 
LP: Is your underwear as ex-
travagant as your outfits? 
KC: No, but I’ll make sure the next 
time I visit Taiwan again I’ll buy ones 
that are just as colourful! 
 
LP: If you could say anything to 
the aspiring fashionistas of Suth-
erland what would you say? 
KC: Just be confident with what 
you’re wearing! 

Continued Pg. 11 



Next time you feel risky and 
want to change up your 
wardrobe, add some "Asian 
steeze" to your outfit by 
looking to Kevin for some 
pointers. Take his advice 
and be confident with what-
ever you’re wearing. When 
you’re confident not only 
do people notice you, but 
you feel good about your-
self, too, just like Kevin 
does every day! 

- Louisa Perro 

Kevin Chang: Fashionista… Continued Easy as 1,2,3 

respect the areas around 
our school and commu-
nity.  

 

“Everyone can make a 
difference," explained Ms. 
Hayter. To expand on 
this idea doing small 
things can go along way. 
Everyone can do 
it. Sutherland has already 
joined the cause to 
change the way we treat 
our environment and are 
doing a spectacular job at 
doing so. "Our Environ-
ment club is good and as 
a school we are doing a 
great job," voiced Ms. 
Hayter. "The club has 
even received a certifi-
cate for what we have 
done in trash pick-up and 
recycling."  

 

Operation Clean Sweep 
left people with good 
impressions and an un-
derstanding on what we 
have to do to make our 
community a better 
place. "Understand how 
to treat your backyard," 

stated Lisa Parker. "I think 
students will become more 
prone to pick up trash when 
they see it." This Sabre 
Troother is proud to say they 
participated in the trash pick 
up and came away with mes-
sages for you: 

 

"Throw your garbage in the 
right trash and don't be lazy." 
- Louis, Grade 8 
 

"Do your bit." - Mr.Hurley, 
Teacher at Sutherand 
 

"Recycle anything that can be 
recycled." - Ms.Bunbury 

On Tuesday, April 21, 
2009 our school, Suther-
land Secondary, partici-
pated in Operation Clean 
Sweep to kick off Earth 
Day. The weather was 
spectacular for the event 
and it went without a 
hitch. In the midst of it all 
I had the pleasure of in-
terviewing the teacher 
sponsors of the environ-
ment club, Ms. Bunbury 
and Ms. Hayter, as well 
as the parks technician of 
the city of North Van-
couver, Lisa Parker. "I 
believe the students en-
joyed it and were glad to 
help out," stated Ms. 
Hayter.  

 

It was really great to see 
our school taking part in 
this event."We were con-
tacted by [Pitch-In Can-
ada through] email and 
thought it would be a 
good thing to do," said 
Ms. Bunbury. This event 
also gave us all a new 
perspective on our envi-
ronment and was an eye 
opener reminding us to 
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Friday 

"Look around and under-
stand the land systems 
around you." - Lisa Parker 
 
"Students will see others and 
join in." - Ms. Hayter 
 
After this great accomplish-
ment, we all sat down and 
had a delicious meal cooked 
by the one-and-only, Mr. 
McGowan, Principal of Suth-
erland Secondary, as well as 
Mrs. Boucher. 
 
My advice: starts with you, it 
starts with me, if we work 
together, it's easy as 1,2,3! 

- James Buckley 

Questions? 
Comments? 
Concerns? 

Email us at: 
Sabretrooth 

@hotmail.com 

Even "Roberto Luongo" took time out of his  
day to "save" the environment  

A lone stranger trying  
to change the world...  



to his signature style and 
swift moves. The guy had it 
all: fame, fortune, and all 
around success. People to-
day should see him as a 
hero, but his deranged fall 
from greatness has us beg-
ging for mercy at the sound 
of his name. Sympathy is not 
an emotion most feel when 
thinking about the man of 
many noses. But, remember 
kids: our world of pop cul-
ture, iPods, dancing, music 
videos and “woo”ing would 
not have been the same. 

 

Exhibit B: Ted Haggard 
 
He was an evangelical idol 
to American followers of 
the religion he preached. 
They loved him, had faith in 
him, and believed every 
word that he said. You 
could say he was sort of like 
the Michael Jackson of the 
Evangelist world. Unfortu-
nately for Ted and his fam-
ily, his “sexually immorality” 
and use of crystal meth 
pushed him from the clouds. 
As someone who has only 
seen him on the news and in 
a few documentaries, all I 
know is that the actions he 
took forced him to resign 
from his position as the 
most popular preacher in 
town. Now the name Ted 

Haggard seems to 
pair nicely with 
“hypocritical anti-
gay preacher who 
actually has homo-
sexual desires and 
denies them in 
public.” He has 
the face of a total 
creep that one 
would never want 

to encounter in person, 
but at one time it was the 
face of belief and hope for 
thousands of people. Hag-
gard was an inspiration, a 
healer, but “lost his way” 
and is no longer seen this 
way. 

Turning sixteen years old 
definitely comes with its 
perks, and I think it’s safe 
for me to say that being 
able to drive a car is defi-
nitely one of them. After a 
year of supervised driving, 
if you pass your novice 
test that is, you are given 
the independence to drive 
by yourself. With that 
comes an influx of stu-
dents driving cars, or being 
driven around in them by 
their friends. Not to men-
tion, no more parents, and 
the freedom to go wher-
ever and do what you 
want, just as long as you 
follow the rules of the 
road. However, according 
to a recent poll sent out 
by the counter attack club, 
there is one big rule that 
is, unfortunately, being 
forgotten. 

Continued on Pg. 14 

The Big Bang… Continued S.A.D.D. 

we could be her; and then 
she married KFed. The star 
began to fade and the fans 
began to forget who the 
young lady they once as-
pired to be was anymore. 
She had greatness, she lost 
greatness, and there is noth-
ing she can do now to get it 
back. However, perhaps 
instead of thinking “ew, 
baldie” when she comes to 
mind, we can consider who 
she once was. 

 

It happens. People reach for 
what they want, grasp the 
hearts and minds of the 

world around 
them, and then 
lose it. They take 
advantage of the 
gift we give them, 
and eventually 
can’t keep hold. 
We tend to look 
down on them, 
think poorly of 
them, and forget 

the great people they 
once were. They were 

revolutionaries and heroes 
at one point, they just fell 
from greatness.  

Exhibit C: Britney Spears 
 
Although no longer com-
pletely bald, Britney Spears 
is still a fairly damaged 
woman. Once the voice of 
millions of young girls, and 
wall decor for millions of 
young boys, she was the 
princess of pop. Now, she 
is a slave to the paparazzi 
and the judgement of peo-
ple world wide. She in-
spired so many people to 
follow their dreams and to 
never give up, no matter 
how many Kentucky talent 
contests they lose before 
reaching ten. We loved 
her, we wanted the best 
for her, we hoped one day 
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Britney Before and After... 

Find the Sabre Trooth 
online at http://

www.nvsd44.bc.ca/
SchoolSites/

Sutherland/News/The%
20Sabre%

20Trooth.aspx 

The Jackson 5 

Ted Haggard 



If someone were to tell you 
that at the NHL All-Star 
break the Vancouver Ca-
nucks were a shoe-in for 
the playoffs, you might be 
skeptical. If someone were 
to tell you on the day of the 
NHL Trade Deadline that 
the Vancouver Canucks 
were going to catch the 
Calgary Flames and win the 
Northwest Division, after 
the additions of Olli Jokinen 
and Jordan Leopold to the 
Flames, you probably would 
have laughed in their face 
knowing your team doesn’t 
stand a chance. Now, not 
only are the Canucks playing 
the Chicago Blackhawks as 
their second round oppo-

nent in the playoffs, but the 
Flames will have to watch 
from home, without a 
Northwest Division title to 
soothe the pain. 

 

The Canucks were able to 
put together a tremendous 
set of games to finish the 
regular season, winning 18 
of the last 26 games on the 
schedule. Amongst those 
wins were two against the 
sliding Flames, giving the 
Canucks momentum and, in 
the very end, the North-
west Division. 

 

With the regular season 

over and a third place 
finish in the Western 
Conference, Vancou-
ver had their sights 
set on the playoffs. 
Up until the very last 
day of the season, it 
looked as though the 
Canucks would be 
facing the Columbus 
Blue Jackets in round 
one, although the St. 
Louis Blues had other 
plans. They won a 
very important game 
on the last day of the 
regular season to 
move into 6th spot in the 
conference, earning them-
selves a date with the Ca-
nucks in round one. 

part in the nation’s capital of Ot-
tawa. There are usually four sessions 
each year and students aged 15-19 
from all over the country gather to 
learn about the processes of govern-
ment. The program is completely 
bilingual in the two official languages 
of Canada and each year attracts 
approximately 450 students. 

 

How does this sound “fun” at 
all? Although many students 
may cringe at the words 
“learning the processes of gov-
ernment,” Forum really is a 
great program. Instead of read-
ing textbooks and taking tests 
to gain knowledge, students 
participate in various mock-
governmental committees to 
learn, first hand, about what 
the Canadian government does 
and how their various tasks are 
carried out. 

On the morning of April 18th, three 
Sutherland students boarded a plane 
to Ottawa. They set off, not really 
knowing what to expect, for a week 
of learning, having fun and walking in 
front of gigantic protests in suits.  

 

Forum for Young Canadians is an an-
nual week-long program that takes 

I was a part of the three grade twelve 
students that went to Ottawa to par-
ticipate in Forum. Honestly, I didn’t 
know what to expect and was full of 
unanswered questions (such as, will 
the other students be incredibly smart 
and make fun of me?) before I boarded 
the plane. When I arrived in Ottawa, 
the other British Columbians that 
were attending Forum, along with a 
group leader, greeted me and we all 
set off in a yellow school bus for Capi-
tal Hill Hotel and Suites, our residence 
for the week.  

 

That was Saturday. With the excep-
tion of the students from the Territo-
ries, the other students were already 
in the hotel and we all gathered in the 
dining hall for dinner. After that, we 
went up to our rooms (quadruple oc-
cupancy) to meet our new room-
mates. 

Continued on Pg. 16 

Canucks’ Corner 

Ey Oh - ttawa 
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There was no celebrating 
over the change of oppo-
nent from anyone in Van-
couver. 

Continued on Pg. 14 

“Learning the processes of government” 



Here in B.C., our 
legal drinking age is 
nineteen years old, 
and therefore we 
students aren’t le-
gally able to drink 
alcohol, right? So 
the scary reality of 
drinking and driving 
shouldn’t even con-
cern or even affect 
you, right? Wrong. 
Judging by the poll 
that was sent out to 
165 students in 

grades ten, eleven and 
twelve, drinking and driving 

is an issue that students 
have had to deal with, 
whether it involves them-
selves or people that they 
know. Impaired driving is 
very dangerous for every-
one on the road, whether 
you are driving impaired, 
are a passenger in the car of 
an impaired driver, are in a 
car sharing the road with an 
impaired driver or even a 
pedestrian. Also, drunk driv-
ing is illegal and can result in 
the suspension of your li-
cense, hefty fines, or even 
jail time, depending on the 

severity and what results 
from your offense. In B.C. 
alone approximately 120 
people are killed and 3,200 
people are injured from 
alcohol related crashes 
every year, with 35% of 
those impaired drivers being 
between the ages of sixteen 
and twenty-five. Also, on 
average, 26% of all fatal car 
crashes are induced by alco-
hol. This is why we must 
spread awareness and make 
impaired driving stop before 
it is too late! 

Continued on Pg. 17 

S.A.D.D. (Sutherland Against Drunk Driving)… Continued 

Canucks’ Corner… Continued 

on the team with 4 points. 
Alex Burrows continued his 
hot play, leading the team 
with 3 goals in the first 
round, including the over-
time winner in game 4. 

 

Round two invites the Chi-
cago Blackhawks to GM 
Place. Expect this to be a 
very, very physical series, as 
these two teams are ex-
tremely open about their 
dislike for each other. For 
the Canucks to be success-
ful, Roberto Luongo will 
have to continue playing at 
the level he has been. They 
will need to be even 
stronger defensively as Chi-
cago is a young, fast-paced 
team. The key will be of-
fense, though, as Vancouver 
will need guys like Ryan 
Kesler, Kevin Bieksa and 
Steve Bernier to step up 
after recording only one 
point each in the first 

round. Look for Mats 
Sundin to make more of an 
impact in round two. After 
scoring one goal and playing 
only two games in round 1, 
the 6’5”, 231 pound sea-
soned veteran will be mak-
ing his presence felt on the 
ice. 

 

The Canucks will need to be 
ready for the start of game 
1. The Blackhawks are com-
ing off an intense 7-game 
series with the Flames, 
while the Canucks have 
seen no game action since 
April 21st. If Luongo keeps 
playing the way he is, and 
the defence plays the way 
they have been in front of 
him, there is no reason why 
the Canucks can’t earn 
themselves a trip to the 
Conference Finals. 

- Braden Western 

Vancouver they did just 
that, sweeping the Blues and 
advancing to the second 
round. The games were 
hard fought, and St. Louis 
put up a very competitive 
battle. The Blues had 49 
shots on goal in their 3-2 
loss in game 4, but Canucks 
captain Roberto Luongo 
was once again the star. 
Not to say they wouldn’t 
have done it eventually, but 
Luongo, who stopped 47 
shots in game 4 and blanked 
the Blues in a 2-0 win in 
game 2, was a huge reason 
that the Canucks were able 
to brush aside St. Louis in 4 
games. 

 

The Sedin twins were able 
to quiet those who have 
questioned their games 
come playoff time. Daniel 
Sedin is leading the team in 
points with 5, and brother, 
Henrik, is tied for second 

“The Blues had 

49 shots on goal 

in their 3-2 loss 

in game 4, but 

Canucks captain 

Roberto Luongo 

was once again 

the star. “ 
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Do you really want this to be you? 

The Blues not only 
sported one of the best 
records in the entire 
league since February, 
but won the last meet-
ing between the two 
teams in the regular 
season. The Canucks 
knew the team they 
were facing well, and 
they were able to pre-
pare for the task ahead. 



Grad Kidnapping ‘09 Pics 
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Many thanks to Kevin Benoy for these sexy and seductive photos of this years kidnappees! 
To find more photos from the event and other events around Sutherland go to: http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/Staff/AB/
BenoyK12173/Photogalleries.aspx 
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Ey Oh - ttawa… Continued 

At first, I was disappointed that 
we couldn’t choose our own 
roomies, but after getting to 
know mine (from Quebec, Al-
berta and Nova Scotia), I knew I’d 
enjoy my week, even if what we 
would be learning might not be 
much fun. After complaining to 
each other about flights or train 
rides, we went to bed, eagerly 
anticipating the next day.  

 

On Sunday after breakfast, we 
met in groups to create our own 
political parties. I was in group 
seven (the best group EVER, by 
the way), and formed the Party 
for Eternal Sunshine, led by our 
own Pierre Elliott Trudeau. After 
our leaders’ captivating campaign 
speeches, we all boarded the 
school bus again to sight-see Ot-
tawa. We passed rivers, two 
bridges and Gatineau, Quebec 
with our charismatic tour-guide 
and toured around the Parliament 
building and Rideau Hall. Many 
students commented that it was 
amazing to see the two buildings, 
and it was. The tour of the Parlia-
ment building was especially ex-
citing because, well, some of us 
would be working there in a few 
years. At the end of the day, we 
were all tired and our feet were 
sore from blisters, but we were 
all satisfied with our choices to 
attend Forum.  

Monday, we had our elections 
and group seven and eight’s coali-
tion party (called the “Tru” Party) 
won it. After Pierre Trudeau’s 
witty come-back answers, we 
headed to the Supreme Court of 
Canada. At the Court, a speaker 
made a short speech and an-
swered our questions about the 
Court and law in general. We had 
to walk back from the Court to 
the hotel, and well, take a mo-
ment to imagine ninety three 
teenagers in suits walking down 
the streets of Ottawa. It was fun.  

 

On Tuesday, Jim Flaherty, our 
Minister of Finance, was the 
speaker. He talked about the 
current economy and what they 
are doing (and not doing) about 
it. Everything went smoothly and 
Flaherty even managed to make a 
good impression, until the ques-
tion session. Our own next-
prime minister, Thomas Slabon of 
Ontario stumped the minister 
with a question, to which he put 
together some words in the form 
of an answer. After, we met four 
members of parliament from the 
four parties represented in Parlia-
ment, Peter Stoffer of the NDP, 
Robert Oliphant of the Liberal 
Party, Pascal-Pierre Paille of the 
Bloc Quebecois and Ed Harris 
from the Conservatives. All the 
members were good speakers, 
some better than others espe-
cially at embarrassing others, and 
all of the students were given a 
good inside look at the life of an 
MP. 

 

Wednesday was the day every-
one was waiting for: the MP din-
ner. Students were to invite their 
MP for dinner in West Block, but 
the North Vancouverites, with- 

out a reply from our MP, Andrew 
Saxton, were worried he would-
n’t be able to make it. Everyone 
was dressed nicely for the dinner 
and sat in tables with others from 
their ridings. North Vancouver, 
abundant in smart people, had 
five students and got our own 
table. We waited for Mr. 
Saxton… but someone else, Mat-
thew Foster of the Canadian Nu-
clear Association, showed up 
instead. We proceeded to wait a 
bit longer, and sure enough, Mr. 
Saxton came out from his com-
mittee meeting to eat dinner with 
us. It was a delicious three course 
meal (although Andrew Saxton 
did not eat his vegetables) and a 
lot of questions were asked and 
answered.  

 

The next few days were less ex-
citing, but still fun. On Thursday, 
we ate breakfast with the Sena-
tors of Canada, and after were 
put in groups by provinces to 
discuss provincial issues for our 
own First Minister’s Conference. 
The conference went well and it 
was a learning experience - the 
provinces learned about each 
other’s provinces and the pro-
testers (consisting of ministers-
turned-journalists) gave us an 
even greater insight on matters of 
provinces and Canada. Overall, 
Forum was a great experience. 
When we first arrived, one of the 
group leaders told us that by the 
end of the week, we will have 
experienced “Forum Magic” and 
that we’d all end up crying. We 
laughed then, but on the last day, 
everyone (including the manly 
men) did cry and said our good-
byes and boarded the plane back 
to our un-political lives. 

- Jenny Lee 

Questions? 
Comments? 
Concerns? 

Email us at: 
Sabretrooth 



This poll included nine questions 
regarding drinking and driving, and it 
was given to a total of 165 senior 
students (37 grade tens, 66 grade 
elevens and 62 grade twelves). 

 

Question #1 
 
Do you know anyone who has 
driven while impaired? 
Grade 10: 6o% of the students said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 65% of the students said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 63% of the students said 
‘yes’ 
 
Question #2 
 
Do you know anyone who has rid-
den in a car with an impaired driver? 
Grade 10: 62% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 65% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 61% said ‘yes’ 
 
Question # 3 
 
Do you know anyone who has been 
in an accident involving drinking? 
(passenger or driver) 
Grade 10: 46% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 38% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 52% said ‘yes’ 
 
 
Question # 4 
 
If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the 
previous three questions, was any-
one in your family affected? 
Grade 10: 32% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 15% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 18% said ‘yes’ 
 
Question # 5 
 
Is it OK for a designated driver to 
have just one or two drinks? 
Grade 10: 30% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 18% said ‘yes’ 

Grade 12: 26% said ‘yes’ 
 
Question # 6 
 
Have you ever been in a car with 
someone who has been drinking? 
Grade 10: 54% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 53% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 53% said ‘yes’ 
 
Question # 7 
 
Would you get into a car with some-
one who has been drinking, but says 
he/she is fine? 
Grade 10: 32% said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 15% said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 27% said 
‘yes’ 
 
Question # 8 
 
Have you ever driven 
while under the influ-
ence of alcohol? 
Grade 10: 8% said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 3% said 
‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 6% said 
‘yes’ 
 
Question # 9 
 
Do you think drinking and driving 
should be a criminal offence? 
Grade 10: 84% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 11: 89% said ‘yes’ 
Grade 12: 85% said ‘yes 

 

As you can see impaired driving has 
affected students here at Sutherland, 
but it doesn’t need to remain that 
way. Most students surveyed believe 
that it is not okay for a designated 
driver to have one or two drinks, and 
say they would not get into a car with 
someone who has been drinking even 

if the driver says they are fine. How-
ever, these statistics contradict most 
students’ past experiences. Over half 
of students polled have been in a car 
being operated by someone under 
the influence of alcohol and a few 
students have even driven a car 
while impaired. It is crucial to re-
member that every time you are in a 
car with an impaired driver, or are a 
passenger in the car of an impaired 
driver, you face the same risk factor, 
ultimately that being sustaining seri-
ous injury or death. It is also very 
important to know that by drinking 

and driving you are putting eve-
ryone else on the road at risk 
as well. If the situation ever 
arises, take a cab! Take a bus! 
Walk! Call a sober friend or 
family member to pick you up! 
These all seem like no-brainers, 
but the reality is, people are 
still driving cars while impaired 
and taking rides from impaired 
drivers and this has got to 
STOP. With summer and 
graduation coming up in the 
near future it’s only natural for 
students to want to let go, 
celebrate and have some fun. I 
advise you though, do not do 
this at the risk of your own 
future and safety, and because 
once your life ends, you will 

never be able to get it back and live 
up to your full potential. Our lives 
are only beginning, and nobody 
wants to see them end over one silly 
and very preventable mistake. 

- Stephanie Hoyle 
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There’s no doubt that Nintendo’s 
new pointer centric consoles, the 
DS with its stylus, and the Wii with 
its remote have been a godsend for 
the graphic adventure genre. From 
Cing’s Hotel Dusk and Trace Mem-
ory to Capcom’s 
more light-hearted 
offerings of Phoenix 
Wright and Zack and 
Wiki, the genre that 
was once synony-
mous with PC gam-
ing has seen some-
thing of a renaissance 
in the latest genera-
tion of consoles. 
Even Telltale Games, 
a company made up 
of developers from 
the heyday of PC 
adventures, has moved some of 
their previous PC exclusives 
(namely the episodic Sam and Max 
and Strongbad games) onto Nin-
tendo’s platform. 

 

 Unfortunately, until recently, the 
true classics of the genre like Tim 
Schaefer’s film noir masterpiece 
Grim Fandango have stayed exclu-
sive to the PC, leaving console 
gamers with mostly silly fare and 
giving PC gamers little incentive to 
jump platforms. But now Ubisoft 
has ported to the Wii a game that 
will make PC adventurers sit up 
and take notice. It isn’t just a port 
either, but a full on director's cut 
edition with extra content that 
makes it the ultimate version of 
one of the greatest adventure 
games ever.  

 

The game in question is Revolution 
software’s Broken Sword, one of 
the greatest graphic adventures 
ever made. Any old school gamer 
can tell you that the most impor-

tant part of an adventure game is 
the narrative. The original Broken 
Sword had a great plot and it’s not 
much of a stretch to say that the 
writing rivals the classics of film and 
literature.  

The story centres around 
American tourist George 
Stobbart, who is sipping cof-
fee one day outside a Parisian 
cafe when a mysterious 
clown runs past him at top 
speed. No sooner does this 
strange event register than an 
explosion rips apart the cafe, 
killing a man inside and 
knocking George out of his 
chair. From this point 
George embarks on a quest 
to find the murderer, uncov-
ering a religious conspiracy in 

the process that dates back to the 
crusades.  

 

The whole thing plays out a lot like 
The DaVinci Code, only with better 
writing. Broken Sword also came 
out a full seven years before Dan 
Brown’s novel, so while the plot 
might seem a little clichéd now, you 
need to keep in mind that the origi-

nal game basically wrote the book on 
religious conspiracies.  

The excellent plot and writing of Bro-
ken Sword still holds up today, but the 
series veterans will be more concerned 
with the director’s cut content. The 
biggest change to the director’s cut is 
the addition of new gameplay segments 
starring George’s love interest and 
adventuring partner Nico. These seg-
ments tie in well with the rest of the 
game, expanding the story and giving 
Nico’s character more depth.  

 

What stands out the most is the new 
opening, which takes place a day before 
the start of the original game. Not only 
does it serve as a better tutorial than 
the abrupt opening of the original ver-
sion, but gives the player some crucial 
context as to why Nico was at the cafe 
to begin with. The plot in the extra 
scenes is as well written as the rest of 
the game and, it ties together with the 
rest of the game so well that if you’ve 
never played the original game you’ll 
have a tough time discerning between 
the new and the old content. Or at 
least you would, were it not for some 
slight inconsistency in the presentation.  

 

For a game that’s over ten years old, 
the sights and sounds of Broken Sword 
hold up remarkably well. With its beau-
tiful hand painted backgrounds and 
sprites, the game looks amazing even 
by today's standards. I recommend 
picking up some Wii component cables 
if you have an HDTV, because you 
really need to see the game in en-
hanced definition to get the full effect. 
The game’s music is as memorable as it 
ever was and, the movie quality voice 
acting stands the test of time as some 
of the best in gaming. The cut scenes 
have been enhanced with character 
portraits drawn by comic artist Dave 
Gibbons, best known as the artist be-
hind The Watchmen.  

Broken Sword: The Shadow of The Templars Director’s Cut 
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Additionally, the new segments 
have been enhanced with new, 
computer animated sprites for 
Nico, as well as the new charac-
ters added to the director’s cut. 
The new segments also have 
amazing voice acting and music, at 
least on par with the original con-
tent. Unfortunately, with their 
spiffed up graphics and recently 
recorded voices, these additions 
are slightly inconsistent with the 
rest of the game. Nico’s computer 
animated sprite looks out of place 
next to the older, hand painted 
characters. Also, while all of the 
voices are consistent in terms of 
acting quality through out the 
game, the older audio suffers from 
the compression issues and iffy 
sampling that are common among 
games designed for DOS (yes, it’s 
that old). Nowhere is this more 
apparent than with 
the re-done cut 
scenes, which com-
bine the Disney qual-
ity animation of the 
original with newer, 
cheaper flash anima-
tions of Gibbon’s art-
work.  

 

The art is similar 
enough that the dif-
ference won’t be glar-
ingly obvious, but you 
don’t need to be pay-
ing very close atten-
tion to pick out what 
is new versus what is 
old. Fortunately, the new and old 
gameplay meld together perfectly; 
the new puzzles seamlessly with 
the old. For the most part the 
game is like your standard point n’ 
click adventure title. You pick up 
seemingly random knickknacks 
and either use them on the envi-
ronment or present them to the 

people you talk to in 
order to solve com-
plex logic puzzles. 
For instance, an early 
puzzle requires you 
to cover a stone cyl-
inder in paint and 
then roll it on a piece 
of paper in order to 
read the secret mes-
sage carved in it. The 
director’s cut also 
has some new puz-
zles that involve do-
ing things like sliding blocks to 
unlock doors and decrypting ci-
phers in order to read secret mes-
sages (note: there are a whole ton 
of secret messages). These new 
puzzles do a good job of mixing up 
the typical adventure game rigma-
role, and some of them are devi-
ously hard, making you feel like a 

real genius when you solve 
them.  

 

The game also features an 
ingenious hint system that 
allows you to play through 
the game without getting 
stuck or resorting to walk-
throughs, though adventure 
game veterans can turn it 
off if they don’t need it. 
The hints are given gradu-
ally based on how long it 
takes you to figure out 
puzzles, so you need to 
spend a bit of time thinking 
before the game presents 
you with the easy way out. 

It prevents you from ever getting 
stuck without outright giving the 
solutions away, and it means that 
gamers not versed in the art of ex-
amining everything and talking to 
everyone in the hopes that some-
thing works will never be snagged 
indefinitely on a frustratingly difficult 
or overly arcane puzzle (can you 
say “goat puzzle?”).  

All in all this is probably the best exe-
cution of the adventure formula I’ve 
ever seen, and I hope to see more 
games implement similar systems in 
the future. 

 

 Bottom Line: Broken Sword stands 
the test of time as one of the greatest 
graphic adventures ever made. It 
looks and sounds great, it has an 
amazing, well written plot, and while 
some of the new content is slightly 
inconsistent with that of the original, 
it does add sufficient incentive for 
even series veterans to pick it up. 

 
Recommendation: Buy it. If you’ve 
never played the original you will be 
blown away by the amazing story, 
acting, and graphics. It’s a little short 
at ten hours, but like a good book or 
movie you’ll want to come back and 
go through it again and again. If you’re 
a Broken Sword veteran, the extra 
plot and gameplay makes it worth at 
least a rental. 

- Geoff Thew 

Broken Sword: The Shadow of The Templars Director’s Cut… Continued 
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Sabre Trooth Response Page 

“I really like the "Back to the Future" article. There are a lot 

of students stressing about University and I think the idea of a 

Sutherland graduate coming in to talk to us about University 

life would be an awesome idea. I think that would definitely 

calm students' nerves and get them into the University mood.”  

- Kaylee Szakacs, Grade 10 

“I just think it’s a good idea that you guys ask the students 

what they think a lot of the time and then it can catch the eye 

of the admin. Most students don't openly talk to 

administrators.” 

- Evan Friday, Grade 11 

“I think that The Sabre Trooth has a variety of articles that 

don’t just interest a certain group of people. I think their 

should be more pictures though.” 

- Kat Brewer, Grade 12 

“I always look forward to the next issue of The Sabre Trooth 

because it always has really interesting, well written articles 

that appeal to students. I think all the articles are on really 

good topics. Keep up the good work!” 

- Divina Rattan, Grade 11 

“I think you should go on doing the music stuff where you 

present new bands. That’s really good, especially when you 

write about bands who are not that famous, but I’m a music 

freak.” 

- Johannes Windel, Grade 11 

“I like the boat cruise pictures from the last issue because 

when my brother Braeden came home from it he said it was a 

lot of fun and from the pictures they all look so happy.” 

- Darren Kerr, Grade 10 

Find The Sabre Trooth online at : 
http://www.nvsd44.bc.ca/SchoolSites/Sutherland/News/The%

20Sabre%20Trooth.aspx 
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